
 

Phone 03 341 4580, Fax 03 341 4581, PO Box 3761, Christchurch, 
Email: info@agricom.co.nz, www.agricom.co.nz 

 

  
Key Features 
 

 Is a versatile cereal for winter grazing and/or whole crop cereal silage 
 

 Well adapted – tested throughout New Zealand 
 

 Production up to 40% above Italian ryegrass over winter 
 

 Higher silage production than wheat or barley 
 

 One of the best cereal forages for carbohydrate and metabolisable energy values  
 
Background 
 
DoubleTake is a triticale (wheat/ryecorn cross) capable of very high forage or silage 
production from autumn or early spring sowings. It has very good resistance to frost 
and disease and has rapid recovery after grazing.   
 
DoubleTake will provide most benefit to a farm system when sown in the autumn 
(early March) and multi-grazed over the winter period.  The winter production under 
this multi-graze management will be up to 40% greater than from an Italian ryegrass.  
If the paddock has not been damaged during the winter, DoubleTake can be shut up 
for silage in the spring.  
Alternatively, excellent production can be achieved by sowing between July and 
September for use as a whole crop silage from late November to January.   
DoubleTake has a prostrate growth habit which means that the growing points are 
lower and therefore the crop recovers well after grazing. Its slow development pattern 
also allows a greater optimum silage harvest window than barley. 

 
Trials at Crop & Food Research sites have shown a significant increase in DM 
produced from multi-grazing DoubleTake over winter compared with other cereals 
and Italian ryegrass. (Table1).  Trials by AgResearch at Winchmore have confirmed 
very good liveweight gain over winter in cattle (Figure 1). 
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  * Missing plot 
 
 
Figure 1:  Winchmore Forage Cereal Trials. 
 

        

Liveweight gain of cattle on winter forages
Mean of tw o grazings and 3 reps, Winchmore Research Station - Tom Fraser, 

AgResearch - 2002
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DoubleTake produces high yields of quality whole crop silage and has become 
popular on dairy farms as an energy supplement. 
 

Ungrazed Grazed 1 May & 7 August  
Crop Measured Total 

4 Mar - 7 Aug 
Probe Est. 

4 Mar - 1 May 
Regrowth 

1 May - 7 Aug 
Total Growth 
4 Mar – 7 Aug 

Oats 6.38 2.69 4.11 6.80 
DoubleTake 
Triticale 

5.91 2.30 5.59 7.89 

Ryecorn 5.71 2.83 4.51 7.34 
Tama Ryegrass * 2.05 3.36 5.41 

Table1:  Sown Early March 1998  - Lincoln Forage Yields (Dry matter T/ha) 


